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6th February, 2026 
2026 Calendar 

Term 1 
Wednesday 11th – Friday 13th 
February 

Grade 5/6 Camp – Doxa Melbourne 

Monday 16th February 2pm School Council 
Friday 13th February Book Club Orders for Issue 1 due by 

3pm 
Friday 20th February Pupil Free Day – Berry Street day 3 
Monday 23th February 3 way Interviews 
Friday 6th March School Athletics 
Monday 9th March Labour Day Public holiday 
Friday 20th March Pupil Free Day – Berry Street day 4 
Saturday 21st March Dahlia & Arts Parade 
Friday 27th March Whole School Cross country – Lake 

Tom Thumb 

Reminders: 

Hats – a school broadbrimmed hat must be worn from 1st September to 
1st May or they need to play under the covered court space. If you have a 
concession card and would like assistance with a hat, please contact the 
office or your class teacher. 

 Drink Bottles & Fresh Fruit/Vegetable -students are encouraged to 
have a bottle of water and fresh fruit/vegetables to snack on while they 
work in class. Please avoid juicy foods that may make their workspace 
sticky. Sometimes cutting/slicing the fruit/vegetable into pieces (e.g. ap-
ple, carrot, grapes, capsicum, berries, cucumber) saves waste as they can 
eat it throughout the day.  

Updated Student Information – Address, Phone & Medical 

At the start of a new school year, it is important for all information to be 
updated – change of address, phone, medical plans and/or medicines 
(including asthma puffers) and provided to the school so that we have the 
most up to date information to assist your child if needed. If anything has 
changed, please let the office know or email the classroom teacher 
(teacher emails provided below). 



 

Special Lunch 
Usually, each Thursday there is a special lunch. The main lunch is $3 and Zooper Doopers $1. This is optional 
for families to decide each week. For catering purposes orders need to be in and paid for by Wednesday 
please. Order forms will be sent home by each Friday for the week ahead or can be found in the newsletter. 
 
Camps, Sports, and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

The Camps, Sports, and Excursions Fund provides payment for eligible students to attend camps, sports and 
excursions. It also provides a Prep Winter Uniform Package to families through State Schools Relief. Families 
holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. $400 per year 
for eligible primary school students in 2026. Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the stu-
dent or their siblings. Please see the office to complete the application form. 

Parking 
The City of Greater Bendigo have recently received a high number of incident reports in relation to:  

• families parking across designated crossing lines to drop children off at school.  

A number of cars driving through the crossing when the supervisor has an active crossing and is holding a stop 
sign.  

Bendigo Police Highway Patrol have been notified regarding this increased number of incidents and near miss-
es.  

To ensure the safety of our children, parents and crossing supervisors at EPS, please remember that;  

Under the Road Safety Road Rules 2017, whenever the school crossing flags are displayed, it is illegal to stop 
or park:  

• 20 metres before a school crossing  

• 10 metres after a school crossing  

within 10 metres of an intersection  

If school crossing flags are displayed, you must stop for pedestrians. You must remain stopped until the cross-
ing is clear.  

During active school crossing times the speed limit is reduced to 40km/h. 

 

 



The Smile Squad free school dental program is coming to our school 

 The Smile Squad team from Bendigo Health is coming to our school soon. Smile Squad is the Victorian Government’s free school den-

tal program. This means all students can receive a free dental check-up, preventive services, and treatment at school.  

How to access free dental care 

We need your consent before we can provide services. Consent is usually provided by a parent or guardian. 

Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic  

  

OR use the QR code pictured:  

  

 

 

 

The electronic consent form can be translated into more than 100 languages, and the paper form is currently available in 13 lan-

guages. 

Paper copies of the consent form are also available. Please contact the school office if you would like one. 

 Do I need to attend my child’s appointment? 

No, you do not need to attend your child’s appointment. You are welcome to attend if you wish, and you can choose to take your 

child to a community dental clinic if that suits your family better. 

Smile Squad oral health packs 

All children deserve a healthy smile, and the Smile Squad free school dental program is working hard to help make this happen. Your 

children) will soon receive a free oral health pack to bring home. The pack contains a toothbrush, full-sized toothpaste, and an oral 

health brochure. Please take a moment to read the brochure—it is full of useful tips to help your family eat well, drink well, and clean 

well for life. 

Standard strength toothpaste 

Smile Squad provides standard-strength fluoride toothpaste, which is generally recommended for ages six and over unless advised 

otherwise by a dental or trained health professional. 

 If your child is under six, please speak with a dental or trained health professional to determine whether this toothpaste is suitable. 

Alternatively, you may choose to put the toothpaste aside until they turn six or give it to another family member.  

  

 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fsmilesquadvic&data=05%7C02%7CHayley.Smits%40education.vic.gov.au%7C307c257947e2497789cc08de62dafb4a%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639056890340819245%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 4/5/6 Team Update! 
Inquiry 

In Inquiry, students have been learning about Australian history and exploring why different groups of people 
migrated to Australia over 200 years ago. They have been learning about convicts, settlers and other migrant 
groups, and will learn about the impact of colonisation on First Nations Peoples. In the Grade 4/5 Nick and Me-
gan class, students have been reading Tom Appleby: Convict Boy by Jackie French, which tells the story of a 
young convict boy arriving in Australia on the First Fleet. 

Literacy 
In Literacy, students have been building strong reading routines by learning how reading lessons work, how to 
use book boxes and reader’s notebooks, and how to choose “good fit” books. They have also been developing 
positive independent reading habits. 

In writing, students have been improving their recount writing by adding detail, using a range of sentence 
types, applying FANBOYS conjunctions, and editing their work to create clear and engaging pieces. 

Numeracy 
In Numeracy, students have been focusing on place value, decimals and money, learning to read, write and 
represent numbers in different ways. They have also been working on telling time, using 12-hour and 24-hour 
formats, and calculating elapsed time. 

Camp Reminder 
A reminder that camp is next week. We are looking forward to a fun and positive experience for all students. 

Contact Information 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the team: 

Megan Watt – Megan.Watt2@education.vic.gov.au 

Ellie Manzie – Ellie.Manzie@education.vic.gov.au 

Nick Kastellorizios – Nicholas.Kastellorizios@education.vic.gov.au 

Jake Glisson – Jake.Glisson@education.vic.gov.au 

mailto:Megan.Watt2@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Ellie.Manzie@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Nicholas.Kastellorizios@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Jake.Glisson@education.vic.gov.au


 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

Book Club Issue 1 
Book club has been sent home with students. Orders and payment are due back by end of school Fri-
day 13th of February. Forms can be returned with payment to the office or alternatively parents can 
order via the loop app, see instructions below. Orders made via the loop up could earn a $5 voucher 
to use for issue 2. 



        

 

 

 

Special Lunch - Thursday 12th February 

**Please detach and hand this slip into the office by Wednesday 11th February  9am. 
Spaghetti  

$3 

  

Student Name Class Spaghetti 

$3 

Zooper 

Dooper 

$1.00 

Total 

1. 

  

      $ 

2. 

  

      $ 

3. 

  

      $ 

4. 

  

      $ 

      Total  

Enclosed 

$ 

  

Student of the Week  

Class Student of the Week Attendance 
Award 

Prep Monique & 
Nina 

Respectful Award Zaiden. P-   for showing his five star listening when 
the teacher or his peers are talking. Well done Zaiden!  

Oskar. E   

Prep/1 Jameela Chester  

Value award—Responsible—for showing 5 star listening when on the 
floor. Well done Chester! 

Cody  

Grade 1/2 Emily Responsible - Ollie F for putting in a concerted effort to make choices 
that have a positive impact on his learning. Super proud, Ollie. Great 
work!  

Skylah C 

Grade 2 Tracey Responsible Award: Maxxine C, For starting off the school year with a 
positive attitude and being an excellent role model for the other stu-
dents in our class by demonstrating our school expected behaviours. 
Great work Maxxy 

Eh Th’yu Say 

Grade 3 Caleb Responsible—Ava H, for consistently following instructions and trying 
your best every day. 

Jaelynn FG 

Grade 3/4 Stef Respect: Zane, for challenging himself during maths lessons. Well done 
Zane! 

Jasper S.S 

Grade 4/5 Nick, 
Megan & Ellie 

Week 1 awards 
Value award - Responsible - Daisha A 

Week 2 awards 
Value award - Responsible - Annabelle F 

Week 1 
awards 
Laine D 

Week 2 
awards 
Joachim F 

Grade 5/6B Jake Harley M– Respect Award being respectful to those around you within 
the classroom, especially your teachers and helpers. Great Start to the 
year superstar 

Sophie H 


